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US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson will not fly to Moscow this Tuesday, April 11, to meet with
President Vladimir Putin, despite the fact that just yesterday it was understood that Washington wants
to persuade Russia to stop supporting Syrian President Bashar Assad.

The meeting between Putin and Tillerson has been cancelled, as Steve Herman, head of Voice of
America in the White House, made public Sunday afternoon, April 9.

According to Herman, the private talks with Putin scheduled for April 11-12 disappeared from his
working schedule less than two days beforehand. The reasons for this cancellation have not been
made clear.

[Earlier today, CBS News was still broadcasting that “Ahead of Moscow visit, Tillerson blames Russia’s
‘failure’ in Syria for killings.” At the same time, Stratfor reports that the “meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin has been removed from U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s schedule...” but that,
“Regardless, Tillerson will continue discussions on Syria in person in Moscow on April 11-12." ]

The American media reports that Tillerson is allegedly flying to Moscow with evidence that Damascus
organized the chemical attack on Idlib on April 4, and with a demand that the Kremlin desist from
further supporting the legitimate authority in Syria.

As previously reported by "Russian Dialogue,” Tillerson has accused Russia of ignoring its obligations
to dispose of chemical weapons in Syria, charging Moscow with responsibility for their possible
presence in Damascus.



