
One Third of All Countries Worldwide Completely Closed to International Tourism
– According to UN

Description

The latest data from the United Nation World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) showed that 32 percent
of destinations worldwide – 69 in total – are now completely closed for global tourism as a result of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Of those, just over half – 38 destinations – have been completely closed for at least 40 weeks, and 34
percent of all destinations are still partially closed to international tourists.

According to the UNWTO report, the emergence of new variants of the Covid-19 virus has prompted
many governments to reverse efforts to ease restrictions on travel, with total closures to tourists most
prevalent in Asia and the Pacific nations, and Europe.

“Travel restrictions have been widely used to restrict the spread of the virus. Now, as we work to restart
tourism, we must recognize that restrictions are just one part of the solution. Their use must be based
on the latest data and analysis, and consistently reviewed so as to allow for the safe and responsible
restart of a sector upon which many millions of businesses and jobs depend,” said UNWTO Secretary-
General Zurab Pololikashvili.

The report said that regional differences with regard to travel restrictions remain. “Of the 69
destinations where borders are completely closed to tourists, 30 are in Asia and the Pacific, 15 are in
Europe, 11 are in Africa, 10 are in the Americas, and three are in the Middle East.”
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https://www.unwto.org/news/tightened-travel-restrictions-underline-current-challenges-for-tourism

