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International Man: What happens after a crisis? Is there a positive way forward?

Doug Casey: Historically, the answer is, “Almost never”—in the short run. The best recent example
is the French Revolution. It got worse with Robespierre—a Bernie Sanders of the era—followed by
Napoleon. Or take the case of the Russian revolution. As necessary as it was to get rid of Nicholas II, it
got worse with Lenin, and then it got even worse with Stalin. But even in those cases, France and
Russia recovered.

If it all comes unglued in the US over the next decade, those two revolutions could be 
templates. Look at the way leading Democrats think, and listen to what they’re saying. They’re 
echoing Robespierre and Lenin.

The Republicans aren’t much better, because although they sometimes talk the talk of peace and
personal freedom, they almost never walk the walk. The two major US parties—and people in the Red
counties and the Blue counties—seem to really hate each other.

It’s quite ugly sociologically. There are irreconcilable differences. They’re exacerbated by the fact we’re
headed for a financial blow up. There’s no doubt about that.

Some years ago, there was a poll taken among Generation X types. It turned out that more of them
believed that space aliens were going to invade than that they were ever going to collect Social
Security. People have very little faith in “the system” anymore, the society, or the government.

If we go back to the beginning of the 20th century, the country really wasn’t very political at all. People
worried about their own lives, their own families, and their own local communities. Americans shared a
common culture, beliefs, and values—that’s no longer true. Now the country has become very
politicized—everybody has a loud voice and they use votes as weapons against their neighbors. It’s
become a nation of nasty busybodies.

That makes me think the next upset will be something like a revolution. It’s likely to be really ugly,
because we’re looking, simultaneously, at an economic catastrophe, political chaos, and a social and
demographic upset—and probably a military situation as well. Government often sees war as a way to
unite the country.

So, what’s going to happen?
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I’ll hazard a guess that 50 years from now, the United States and, for that matter, most 
countries are not going to exist in anything like their present form. The best solution is a 
peaceful break up into smaller political subdivisions. As opposed to a civil war—which is a 
contest between one or more groups for the control of a central government.
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